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Dear Friends in Christ 

“Be imitators of God, as beloved children.” 

Ephesians 5:1  

You don’t have to be around children very 
long to know they love to imitate the adult 
world. That’s what play is all about. Over 
and over, children at play rehearse their 
perceptions of grown-up life. Children’s 
drive to play, to imitate, is very strong. 
Child psychologists attest that if children 
are not allowed to play — if they’re drilled 
too hard on how to read or count or play a 
musical instrument before they’re ready — 
they won’t grow up well adjusted. Imita-
tion, in other words, is inevitable in human 
development. 

Imitation is also a great joy. Kids play be-
cause it’s fun. The games of imagination 
can keep them busy for hours.  Imitation is 
also personal. The people children imitate 
most often are the ones they love. 

That’s the key to it all: that personal rela-
tionship. Kids don’t imitate just anyone. 
They imitate their personal role models, 
mentors they’ve come to know and love. At 
the top of that list are most often their par-
ents.  

Most teachers will tell you that parental 
involvement is the major key to children's 
success in school, and in life. They will 
also tell you that if you want your child to 
have Christian values in this amoral world, 
you had better take on the responsibility of 
teaching them yourselves. Instilling Chris-
tian values is the responsibility of parents. 
U.S. public schoolteachers can be, and have 
been, sued for teaching such values from 
the Bible. 

If you want your children to love and re-

spect God, you will have to set aside the 
time to instill Christian values, right in your 
own home.  If children really do learn more 
from what we do than what we say, then 
our spiritual practices will determine our 
children’s.  And it’s not even enough to  
take our children and grandchildren to 
church and each week.  We should read 
them stories of the Bible (using some mod-
ern-language version with lots of colorful 
and appealing illustrations), and explain the 
lessons these Old and New Testament sto-
ries were written to teach. If we show a 
love for these stories they will become 
some of our children's favorites. 

Along with reading to them from God's 
Word, we can build our children's faith in 
God by showing them how to pray. Make 
God real to them. Show your children that 
although you as parent or grandparent and 
they as children will make mistakes, God is 
perfect in his love. Reassure them that God 
has unconditional love for them. No matter 
which faults they may have or errors they 
may make, they can come to him for for-
giveness. 

Teach them also, however, that God has 
high standards. Show your children, for 
example, that God teaches respect for au-
thority, not contempt; that God expects us 
to tell the truth, not lie; that he encourages 
us to give to others, not steal from them. 
The rising rates of juvenile crime should 
convince us that children don't automati-
cally acquire high ethical standards. They 
must be taught by their parents. 

IT TAKES TIME  Yes, our time is lim-
ited. Economic and social conditions force 
parents to work, sometimes long hours 
away from their families (cont. pg. 5) 



 

FELLOWSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

…to foster  
community 

Council liaison: Leah 
Twohy 726-1980  
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Beginning April 1st 

Please see the complete job description 
on the bulletin board or pick one up in 

the church office. 
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Prayer Concerns 
For the health and vitality of River of Life’s Ministry 
and Mission. 

For the nation of Haiti suffering the catastrophic 
earthquake. 

For the health and vitality of the ministry of our 
prayer partner congregation for March, Resurrection 
Lutheran, in Juneau, and her pastor, Sue Bahleda. 

For the ministry of the Kuwaa Mission in Liberia and 
for all who serve there. 

For continued healing and strength for Dottie & Dois 
Dallas, Shelly Johnson, Dawn Anderson, Jean Sell, 
Henley Carstenson, Marilyn Dresnek, Agnes Lovell, 
Margaret Simeon (niece of Agnes Lovell), Hildegard 
Crawford, Brianna Gilmore, Tom (Uncle of Sara 
Parker), Jeff Hefty, Jacob Crisafulli, Jessie Yearsle y, 
Barb Evans, Heidi (Carol & Howard Haugstad’s 
granddaughter), Terry Durst (shoulder), Kay & Dale 
Gordon, Bob Plumb (Wayne’s Dad), and Liz Spikes.  

Strength and encouragement for those deployed in 
military service: Mike Gilmore and his family.  

For wisdom and discernment for the leaders of our 
church, community, nation, and world. 

Prayers for peace in the world, especially in the Mid-
dle East and the African nations and for relief aid, 
comfort and encouragement for those affected by envi-
ronmental crises.  

Are you in need of prayer?  Contact our prayer 
chain coordinator, Carol Haugstad at 694-3746, 
afarmer@mtaonline.net   or Pastor Carol at 227-
7501, pastorcarol@alafooska.com .   

Happy March Birthday! 
 
 1- John R. Copenhaver  
 2- Cindy Plumb 
 4- Kim Cronquist 
 6- David George 
 7- Tristan Kemppainen 
 8- Marilyn Hoffmann 
 9- Stacy Sterling 
 Maggie Wiess 
 13- Vern Carstenson 
 16- Sheila Mee 
 28-     Neil Berry 

 
Happy March Anniversary! 
 
21- David & Carol George 
22- Don & Cindy Lietzau 
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Family Fun Night! 
Friday, March 26th, 2010 

 6:30 PM 

Come join us for a night of  food,  

fellowship, and karaoke!!!  

 

More information to follow so watch in the Weekly Happenings!  

 

Women of God Spring Retreat  
April 9-10 at Mountain Streams Bed and Breakfast 

  All women are welcome to participate in the women’s 
spring retreat. We will be joining our sisters from Trinit y Lu-

theran in Palmer again this year. The retreat theme will center 
around the Word of God and all it has to say about “Tea” . Sessions will include 

Sereni-tea, Frivoli-tea, Beau-tea, Tranquili-tea and  Availabili-tea.  There will also 
be a lot of fun activi-teas, including a workshop on Bibli cal oils presented by Mar-

garet McCrain, movie night, a High Tea and crafting ti me when we can all ex-
press our creativi-tea.  

 Bring a mug for a Chinese gift exchange. Please don’t buy  a new one for this. 
It is recycle and reuse what you have. If you don’t have a n extra mug ask someone 

else to bring one. Many of us have extras to share. Meals w ill be planned and 
shared between the two churches. The cost will be under $50 p er person. If you 
would like to attend, but cannot afford the cost, please tal k to Pastor Carol as 

there is some scholarship money available. 

 There is a sign up sheet is on the welcome table in the foyer.  Get your name 
down as soon as possible. This is a great opportuni-tea for us to worship, play and 

get to know each other better. 



 

New Members Welcome 
If you are interested in becoming an official 

member of River of Life please contact 
Pastor Carol at 227-7501 or pastorca-

rol@alaska.com and plan to attend our next 
orientation meeting.  
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WORSHIP  

OPPORTUNITIES 

…to glorify God 

Council Liaison: Cindy Lietzau 
688-6948 or cindylietzau@gci.net  

Worship Assistants Needed 

 

 

 

 

 

· Read the morning’s lessons 

· Ushers & Greeters 

· Prepare & Serve Communion 

· Care for the Altar  

If you’d be willing to help in any of these  areas 
please contact Gerry Cronquist at  688-9150.  

Training will be provided. 

Kawaa  
Missionary 

Rev. Dr. Jenson 
Seyenkulo  

Sunday, March 21st -11:00 AM 
Please join us for a special service of   
worship to welcome our guest, Rev. Dr. 
Jenson Seyenkulo, ELCA pastor and 
Chairman of the Board for the Kawaa Mis-
sion in Liberia, West Africa.  Rev.  Sey-
erkulo will deliver the message during our 
worship and will be available for discus-
sion during the Adult Forum at 10 AM.   

 

A young child is 
taught to use a water 
purification device in  
the Kawaa village.  
Safe drinking water is 
one of the critical 
needs our  ongoing 
support of the Kawaa 
mission provides. 

 

Don’t forget.. 
Daylight 
Savings 
Time Ends 
March 14th 



 

Children’s Holy Week 

 Experience 

 

 

 

 

A Walk Through Easter 
Wednesday, March 31st 

6:30– 8:00 PM 

An interactive experience of Jesus’ 
final days on earth leading up to 

the cross & the Resurrection. 

Presented by our Jr. & Sr. High 
Youth 

Invite your friends with children! 

Lent & Holy Week Worship 

 

 

 

Lenten evening worship,  Unfail-
ing Light , continues each Wednesday  

through March 24th at 7:00 PM        
preceded by a Soup & Bread Supper at 
6:00 PM.  We are exploring conversa-

tions that might have been “overheard” 
at the cross of Christ. 

Holy Week Schedule 2010  
Sunday, March 28th  — Palm Sunday 

Worship w/Palm procession 11:00 AM  

Wednesday, March 31st  – A Walk 
through Easter Children’s Program —

6:30 PM 

Maundy Thursday Seder Meal  & 
Last Supper Worship April 1st —7PM  

Good Friday Tennebrae Service                       
April 2nd -  7:00 PM  

Community Easter Egg Hunt      

  Mirror Lake MS– April 3rd, 11 AM 

Easter Vigil —Sat. April 3rd– 9:00 PM 

 

Easter Sunday , April 4 th    
Continental Breakfast-  9:30 AM 

 Celebration Worship– 11:00 AM 

 

IT TAKES TIME… (cont.) 

So, make what time you have with your children count. 
Show your children that they are priorities in your life. 
Take time to be your child's number one teacher. Because, 
whether for good or bad, you will be his or her number 
one teacher. You are your child's first and most influential 
teacher in life. Your children's successes are also your suc-
cesses. And, even their setbacks can be successes if you 
teach your children how to handle the failures that will 
come in life. 

Teaching Christian values takes time. As disciples of Jesus 
Christ, that means we must make time for our children.   
 
So Worship. Read the Bible. .Pray. Live out your Chris-
tian values.  Do it for you.  Do it for your children. 
 
Your partner in Christ’s service, 
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When Covenant Players began in 1963, drama in the church was an unknown, untried idea for many congre-
gations. And a professional touring drama ministry serving the church was not only unthinkable, but 
seemingly impossible! But through the faith and vision of Covenant Players' founder and playwright, 
Charles M. Tanner, the ministry became a reality. And forty years later, Covenant Players continues to 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ and the church throughout the world. By design and practice, Covenant Players 
is totally a ministry of faith. A non-endowed, non-profit corporation, not affiliated with any church or other or-
ganization, Covenant Players' financial support is derived from the performing engagements and other dona-
tions. Founded in faith, continued in faith, Covenant Players looks to the future, hopeful and expectant of 
the Lord's guidance, eager to serve the Lord and His people - wherever they are called. 

 

A free-will offering will be taken  
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Please, bring your dona-

tions of non-perishable food and paper 
products for the Eagle River Food Pan-

try this Sunday, Mar. 7th.  Our 
gifts help those in need in the Chugiak/ 

Eagle River area to feed and sustain 
their families.  Thank you for your            

generosity! 

 We are looking for crunchy  
peanut butter and canned tuna this 

month.  How much can River of Life 
donate this month? We did great last 

month!  

Mission  
Opportunities  
…to grow in love 

 

Council liaison: Terry Durst, 
688-5891 or                   

bumpkin@mtaonline.net          

 

 

 

A Soldier’s Thank You 
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Jesus said,” Whatever you do for the least of these, you 
do for me.”  The Missions Team needs you to help us 

“grow in love” in our community and the world.  Inter-
ested?  Call Dale Sherman at 688-8010  
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The Kuwaa people need our 
help! 

Bring in your change the last 
Sunday of every month to help 
Kids for Kuwaa collect money 

towards the goal of digging 
one fresh water well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Katelyn Parker and Molly & Keira Twohy 

bless January’s noisy offering with     
Pastor Carol.  
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Spread the Word... 
It’s RoL Community Easter Egg Hunt Time…. 

Mirror Lake Middle School 

Saturday, April 3rd 

11:00 AM 

3500+ Candy & Prize filled eggs for children 10 & u nder 

Can you help?   

Sign up today in the Welcome Area 

Outreach 
Opportunities 
…to go into the 

world with life 
changing mes-
sage of Jesus 

Christ 

Council liaison:  Wayne Haerer   (P) 688-2003 

Church  

“Spring 
Cleaning” 

Day 

Saturday, March 
27th 

We’ll begin at 9:00 AM—Come 
when you can! 

Help us “spruce up” the 
church for Holy Week & 

Easter. 

Easter Candy Needed 
We are now collecting candy for our    
annual Community Easter Egg Hunt.  
Please bring your donations of  indi-
vidually  wrapped candy which will 
be used to fill the 3500+ eggs we will 
be hiding for our community’s chil-
dren this Easter.  A donation box is 
located in the Welcome Area. 
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Adult Bible Study  
Opportunities at RoL 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Sundays—10:00 AM  

The Jesus Creed  
Pastor-led Bible Study for Lent 

 

GENESIS– Begins 04/11 
 

Thursdays- 10:30 AM Pastor’s Chat  
Informal lectionary discussion w/Pastor Carol 

at River of Life– Peters Creek 
 

2nd Saturday Monthly- 8:30 AM  
PIGGS (Pretty Interesting Guys Studying 

Scripture) 
Now studying the book of Hebrews 

Men’s Breakfast, Bible Study 
& Bldg. Work Party  

Contact Dave George 227-7185 
 
 

Don’t see what you’re looking for? 
Call Joel Wallace or Pastor Carol and let us 

know what and when you’d like to study. 

Discipleship  
Opportunities 

…to grow in faith 

Council liaison:   

Joel Wallace 

694-4032 

Family 

Communion 

Workshop 
Saturday, March 20th  

 

 

 

 

9:00—Noon 

Interactive fun and learning 

for children 3 yrs. and older 
and their parents. 

 
Please RSVP to Pastor Carol by Sunday, 
March 21st so that adequate materials 

may be prepared.  

 

Workshop is required before         
children begin receiving Holy     

Communion at RoL 

 

Continental breakfast provided 
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Please help us help earthquake victims! 
 
Confirmation Class Service Project: LWR Health Kits for Haiti & Chile 
 
As the months go by, and Haitians and Chileans try to get back on their feet, Lutheran World Relief will be 
working with its partner organizations on the ground to provide services to those left homeless by the earth-
quakes. 
 
The River of Life confirmation class invites you to help in their efforts by providing 
health kits for displaced Haitians and Chileans, which the confirmation class will be collecting and assembling 
throughout the Lenten season. The class will gladly accept fully assembled kits, individual kit items, or money 
donations that the class will use to purchase needed items. All kits, individual items, and monetary gifts must 
be received at the church no later than Sunday, March 28. The class has set a goal of assembling 25 kits, 
which will be offered in worship on Easter Sunday.  
 
One health kit includes:  
 
• One hand towel, dark color recommended – no kitchen towels 
• One wash cloth, dark color recommended 
• One bath-size bar (4 or 5 oz) of soap, any brand, in its original wrapping 
• One adult size toothbrush in its original packaging 
• One sturdy comb, remove packaging 
• One metal nail file or nail clippers with file attached, remove packaging (do not substitute 
cardboard emery boards for the file) 
• Six Band-Aids® (or similar brand), preferably ½� to ¾�; secure together with a rubber band 
• $2.65 for each kit to cover the cost of the toothpaste that will be purchased by LWR to be included in the kit 
and the cost of shipping each kit to Haiti or Chile. 
 
All items should be new and in good condition. 
DO NOT add other items or leave out any of the items listed. 
DO NOT donate items with religious symbols or messages. 
DO NOT donate items decorated with a U.S. flag, patriotic or military symbols, or references to the armed 
forces, including camouflage. 
 
If you would like to assemble a kit yourself please wrap smaller items in the washcloth; wrap washcloth and 
remaining items in the towel and tie securely with ribbons or yarn. 
 
Thank you, 
 
River of Life Confirmation Students�
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RIVER OF LIFE LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Minutes of Church Council Meeting 

February 4, 2010 

 

Present: Stewart Mee, Gerry Cronquist, John Copenhaver, Krin  Kemppainen, Joel Wallace, Pastor Carol, Cindy 
Lietzau, Dotty Eldred & Eric Sell 

Apologies: Wayne Haerer, Leah Twohy 

CALL TO ORDER: 

The meeting was called to order by Outgoing President Stewa rt Mee at 6:35 p.m. after a potluck dinner. 

DEVOTIONS: 

Pastor Carol opened the meeting with a prayer and comments  on “Are Ideas More Powerful then Habits?” 

MINUTES 

John moved to approve the minutes from January 14, 2010; Cin dy seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 

Joel moved to accept the minutes from the January 24, 2010 a nnual meeting; John seconded.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS: 

A.  President – Joel Wallace 

B.  Vice President – Gerry Cronquist 

C.  Secretary – Krin Kemppainen 

D.  Treasurer – John Copenhaver 

E.  Ministry Assignments were made as follows:  Finance – John Copenhaver; Building – Eric Sell and John Copenhaver; 
Worship – Cindy Lietzau; Fellowship – Leah Twohy; Outrea ch – Wayne Haerer and Gerry Cronquist; Missions – Dott y 
Eldred; Discipleship – deferred until later 

OLD BUSINESS: 

A.  RoL Action List: 

Deferred until next meeting. 

B.  From Annual Meeting: 

Need to work on increasing membership. 

C.  Reports on Events: 

CPR Class – Cindy reported the class was a success with 6 students. 

Family Fun Night – Stewart reported 25 people attended. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

A.  Eagle Scout Award: 

John informed everyone Danny will be receiving his Eagle Bad ge on February 20 at 6:30. 

C.  National Marriage Week: 

Runs from 7-14 February.  A special blessing for all ou r married couples at church on the 14 th . 



 

D.  Forum on ELCA Resolution: 

Pastor Carol informed everyone this forum will be held 16 Feb ruary for 7:00 – 9:00 pm at the church.  Bishop Keys will 
be here and they hope to Skype in others from around the state.  

E.  Ministry Planning: 

This is planned for February 21 st after church. 

F.  Proposed Bylaw Changes: 

Stewart encouraged the new council to keep working on the propos ed bylaw changes which were deferred, the changes 
will firm up the structure of our church and authorize ou r commitment for donations to the Kawaa mission. 

MINISTRY REPORTS 

Ministry reports were deferred until the next meeting. 

FYI: 

· Gerry will be out of town from February 18-24 

· Dotty will be out of town from 17 February to the end of Apri l 

Eric will possibly be moving out to state in mid May 

CALENDAR 

 - February Council Meeting  February 18 

- Danny Field’s Eagle Ceremony  February 20 

- Ministry Planning   February 21 

- Adams Baptism    March 7  

 - March Council Meeting   March 18 

- Easter     April 4 

 

NEXT MEETING:  will be held on February 18, 2010 at 6:3 0 pm a pot-luck will start at 6:00 pm.    

CLOSING PRAYER 

The meeting adjourned at 7:43 p.m. 

Respectfully Submitted 

����������	

������

Krin M. Kemppainen, Council Secretary 

 

 

 MONEY MATTERS  

February Giving  General Fund  $ 5383.43    
    Building Fund     1053.00                 
    Special Fund           682.00 

Your generous and faithful giving  insures that we can me et our commitments and continue a healthy 
and vital ministry at River of Life . Thank you!  
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President   Joel Wallace*  694-4032 
V. President  Gerry Cronquist*  688-9150 

Secretary   Krin Kemppainer  688-7062 

Treasurer   John Copenhaver*  688-6061 

Pastor   Rev. Carol George*  227-7501 

Ministry Contacts 

Worship   Cindy Lietzau*  688-6948 

Mission   Dotty Eldred*  688-2800 

Discipleship  Joel Wallace*  694-4032 

Fellowship  Leah Twohy*  726-1980 

Outreach   Wayne Haerer*  688-2003 

Building   Vern Carstenson  688-8376 

   Eric Sell*   688-0208 

Men’s Ministry  DC George  227-7185 

Parish Nurse  Cindy Lietzau  688-6948 

Bookkeeper                 Dee Berry   338-7792 

Financial Sec.  Krin Kemppainen  688-7062 

Nursery              Andrea Sherman  688-8010 

Children’s Ministry    Michele Carstenson   688-8376 

Prayer Chain  Carol Haugstad  694-3746  

* RoL Church Council 
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OUR PURPOSE 

We are a community of faith 
called to 

-glorify God 
-grow in faith and love, and 

-go into the world with the life-
changing message of Jesus 

Christ 
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Join us on Facebook. All you 
have to do is search for River 
of Life Lutheran Church 
from your       Facebook 
homepage. We are up-dating 
it with event    information, 
pictures and special news 
about current and former 
members.  

So log on today. 


